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Have long la . a ieee lere altogether; _— 
| unconcerned in th ematter} the preſent conteſt in the Ciry of — 
Edinburgh. I have beheld, with regret, both parties in the diſpute | — 
_ purſuing meafures too Violent for eicher id Adept, had chey been 8 

5 N 9 of their own. rectitude of conduct, * chat! it was public, 1 55 
i 805 not private intereſt, b which they were actuated. 
"Fo Numberleſs have been the publications upon both. ſides of the 

r but as thoſe have been the productions of the friends and, 

adherents of the different parties, it is the leſs to be wondered at, ir 

we find in almoſt all of them, abuſe and raillery ſubſtituted 1 in place 

of argument. and reaſoning. 8 

My opinion is, That the reſult of this: conteſt | may be attended. 
with much more. ſerious conſequences, than either of the parties 
have -yet adver ted to ;. or, at leaſt, than. any of their writers have 
nden choſe to mention. It is for this reaſon, chiefly, that a per- 
ſon, totally unconnected with either Parry 18 at preſent induced to : 
addreſs you. 4 

1 beheve, it will not be peel, PRs che. moſt ſtrenuous advocates | 
of what is called the Old Set, that, for ſeveral years paſt, too little 
attention has been ſhewn to the bringing in to Council the moſt 
worthy. and reſpectable of the citizens. That ſeveral very 
worthy and reſpectable citizens have been admitted, will not be 
denied; but, that many more might have been Joined with 
them, can no more be doubted, than that the whole blame of this 
muſt be attributed to Mr Laurie, the leader of the party, whoſe 

mind is too narrow and contracted for being entruſted with the di- 

rection of the internal and political concerns of the metropolis of 
Scotland. So far, therefore, as the preſent ſtruggle, may have the 
effect of diveſting that gentleman of the reins of government, and 
placing them in the hands of another, of more approved public 
ſpirit, and known liberality of ſentiment, I ſhall highly approve of the 
change, and doubt not but the Merchants and Trades will be at 
one on the ſubject. 

The views of the Trades, however, ſeem to be of a much more ex- 1 he 
tenfive nature. Their aim is an unlimited independency; and, pro- 9 
viding this can be attained, they ſeem. to be little concerned by what 
means it is brought about, For this purpoſe they have appointed De- 
legates. T heſe have publiſhed refolutions, which have been ap- 


proved 
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hot of by all the 3 though the age e and mo- 
derate part of the inhabitants muſt look upon them rather as inflam- 
matory, than tending to quiet the minds of their conſtituents. This 
conduct muſt appear the more unpardonable, when it is conſidered, 
that there is a proceſs preſently depending before the Court of Seſſion, 
in order to aſcertain their rights and privileges. 
In the reſolutions publiſhed by theſe Delegates, they talk Joudly of 
Freedom and Liberty, while, at the ſame time, thoſe who happen to be 
elected Repreſentatives by the [ncorporations, are told in pretty plain *+ be VR 
terms, that, if the preſume" to judge for themſelves, or have minds 22 
open to convidtionf after they get into Council, they mult lay their 69, "7 
account, the very firſt opportunity, of receiving every inſult and in- 2 
dignity which can Pee be thrown upon them. | 
If this is L7b277y, I may be allowed to fay, at leaſt, it is a new he 
cies of it, happily little known in this*country ; nor ſhall we have 
much reaſon to thank thoſe who introduced it It is, indeed, of the 
ſame kind with that which was, purſued by Wilkes, and his adherents, | 
in our neighbouring kingdom; Von. it 1s not, for that reaſon, I hope, 
the more to be adopted by the inhabitants of Edinburgh. Theſẽ Be- 
legates, and their aſſociates, will no doubt endeavour to palliate the 
matter F but it is a certain fact, which cannot be denied, that where 
they have found intreaties, follicitations, and even threats; to have no 
effect, they have not ſcrupled to make uſe of violence to gain their om 
purpoſe. That I may not be faid to (peak without book, I beg lane 
to mention one inſtance. 
At a late entertainment, where it was not expected, nor was it * -- 
all neceſſary, that the whole company ſhould be of one way of think- v 
ing, with regard to political matters, a great deal of pains was raken e IT 


to ruffle the temper, and paſs affronts upoſ it of the company He Ve 45. 

had a right to be at this entertainment. Several of 1 we 00 dock gu 7 

upon them to uſe theſe indecent freedoms had none. He endeavour- fu 4 ' Fire 

ed to keep down his paſſions as much as poſſible. Me told them, he 22 

met there to be friendly with every one; and, as he meant to offer 

no rudeneſs, he expected to receive none otherwiſe he would cer- g tut” o 
_ tainly reſent it. A /ingle man was infülteckby thirty. He had the, Ml 2 

courage to ſay he was ill uſed. He did more. He told Mr Stoddart, 5 0 
the /cader of the party, That he was convinced the great ſtruggle he 

pretended to make in favours of the Trades, was merely to-ferve his 

own private intereſt, not that of thoſe who were foolith enough to 

repoſe confidence in his profeſſions. Such an honeſt and bold ac- | 

knowledgment was fufficient to TOUT the indignation and reſentment 

of all preſent. Th univerfal cru 1 was, Kick him out 
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Eken upon themſelves the title of Delegates, that they ſhould have no 


e 


&* of doors —Throw him over the window! The whole - company, 
however, were not able to atchieve this valorous exploit. A ſingle 1 1/61 þ 
matt kept them all at bay, till a certain Magiſtrate, who happened F | 
to be preſent, recollected the duty of his office, ſo far as to call them off . 2 | 
fo inglorious a bufineſs. I would aſk any unprejudiced man, If this 2 
was Freedom! If it was Liberty /—The whole Repreſentatives of the 
Trades were collected together. Previous to their being elected, they 

had come under the molt folemn engagements to thoſe who have ta- 
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will of their own, but that their conduct, in paflcical matters, ſhould 
be ſolely guided by thoſe to whom they themſelves gave exiſtence, In 
theſe circumſtances; it was matter of no great ſurpriſe, that the fight 
of a man, who dared to ſpeak and think for himſelf, became ole 
five. None of them ſingly durſt offer him any violence. In a body 
they were not a/hamed to do it; though, even in that capacity, they 
were not able to conquer him ſo far as to make him forget he was a 
Man. rt « try Rafi ugly . DRONA 
This is one flies of the ſhvery to which the Trades have ſub- ; 
| jected themſelves to creatures of their own: creation. I forbear to 5 
mention more, but haſten to ſay a few words upon what has been o- 
verlooked by every writer in the preſent conteſt, though I cannot 
help thinking it deſerves the moſt ſerious conſideration of not only 
the inhabitants of this city in particular, but of ada gentleman and 
trader in Scotland. 
The influence, hay, the e controul, which a certain Bank- Haug 
ing-houſe in rown have over one of our capital Banks, is well known, 
and has been ſeverely felt by many worthy citizens — The defires of 
men are inſatiable, —This Company exhibit a ftrong proof of it. 
They have already cut off the caſh-accompts, in one Bank, of all 
| thole, to uſe an expreſſion of the Congre/s, whom they think inimical r ages 
to their intereſts & They are now ſtraining every nerve to have the 2 7 
ſame command over the other Bank. When this is ee ee 
there cannot remain a doubt, but the ſame conduct will be followed 
in that alſo. In ſo very laudable an attempt they are vigorouſly ſup- 
ported by a young Nobleman of great wealth, who is held forth as * la; 4» 
the Patron of the Trades“ It is the buſineſs of this Company to make 8 
them believe he really is ſo; and I am perſuaded, from the apuable 
character of the young ! Nobleman, that he means them no (Ha 
But the beſt of men may be impoſed upon. I am afraid he is ſd in an 
egregious degree ; and that this Company, and their adherents, have 


no other object in view, than to — their oy 252 pp — — 


at the expence of the public. 2 14a ew 
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(4) PET, . 
Every one is ſenſible, 'that buſineſs cannot be car rried on to pur- 
poſe, or to any extent, without credit, either by caſh-accompts, or 
diſcounting of bills. lt is equally certain, that the former cannot be 
procured, nor the latter tranſacted, upon equal terms, with a private 
Banking-houſe, as with a national Bank. What ſhall we think, then, 
when we ſee one of theſe aſpiring Houſes, already in Full poſſeſſion 
af the moſt ancient Bank in the kingdom, eagerly graſping, with. 

outſtretched arm, to have the other in the ſame predicament? It is 
ſurely a matter of the laſt i importance to the country at large, to pre- 
vent, if poſſible, from taking place, an event big with ſuch alarm- 
ing conſequences. But it is paſt belief amazing to ſee the Trades of 
Edinburgh looking up to men for ſupport and protection, who are 
taking the moſt effectual means in the world to involve them in worſe 
khan Egyptian ſlavery ; for certain it is, that, in caſe this monopo- 7 
lizing ſcheme takes place, neither Tradeſman, nor Merchant, nor, Y nol our a, 
Banker, nor private Gentleman, either in this city, or county, o „ wt 
kingdom, dare venture to vote, or ſpeak, or think in political e. hey ; 
ters, according to his confcience, without running the riſk, not only,gf; 
of having his own credit ſtruck off, but that of all his friends and, 

connections. x 
Should the ibobitinm of Edinburgh not ſee the force of this argu- 
ment, they are blind indeed. And I ſhall only add, that if the Com- 
pany alluded to prove ſucceſsful, che Nobleman and the Trades will : 
| ſoon be convinced upon what a broken reed they have reſted, and 
curſe the day that ever burgh politics ſhould have put it in the power 
of an overgrown Houle to diſtreſs the one, and effectually rann che 
trade of the other. | 
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